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PROVINCIAL 

LIVESTOCK  SPECIALISTS 


Lethbridge 

329-5106 

Airdrie 

948-5101 

Red  Deer 

343-5334 

Vermilion 

853-2811 

Barrhead 

674-3351 

Fairview 

835-2291 

GENERAL  HEALTH 
AND  MANAGEMENT 

• Consult  with  your  veterinarian  to  establish  a 
herd  health  program. 

• Purchase  animalsfrom  herdsthat  are  healthy.  If 
in  doubt,  test  for  brucellosis  and  leptospirosis 
before  introduction  into  your  herd. 

• Watch  for  scours  in  newborn  calves;  check  with 
your  veterinarian  for  diagnosis,  cause  and  treat- 
ment. 

• Watch  lactating  cows  for  signs  of  grass  tetany; 
treat  immediately. 

• Castrate  and  dehorn  calves  before  four  months 
of  age;  use  a fly  repellent  during  fly  season. 

• Check  for  pink  eye  and  cancer  eye  throughout 
the  summer. 

• Treat  for  lice  before  cold  weather  with  recom- 
mended powder  or  pour-on  material. 

• Treat  for  warbles  in  the  fall. 

• Watch  for  and  treat  footrot  year  round. 


INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 

ALWAYS  READ  INSTRUCTIONS 
ON  THE  PESTICIDE  CONTAINER  LABEL 
PRIOR  TO  USE  OF  INSECTICIDES. 


PEST 
• Warbles 


• Horn  Flies 


• Face  Flies 


TREATMENT 

Spraying  with  systemic  and  con- 
tact insecticides.  Use  of  pour-ons 
and  spot-ons  — Apply  in  the  fall 
(mid  September  to  December  1) 
and  in  the  spring  (March  1 to  April 
15). 

Pesticide  sprays,  self-treating 
back- rubbers  and  dust  bags  and  in 
the  form  of  insecticide  impreg- 
nated eartags. 

Insecticide  impregnated  eartags 
and  dust  bags  and  oilers  are  avail- 
able. 


• Stable  Flies  Manure  removal  in  densely  popu- 

lated areas.  Same  treatments  as 
for  horn  flies. 

• Lice  Keep  confinement  areas  clean  and 

dry.  Disinfect  locations  occupied 
by  lousy  cattle.  Inspect  in  late 
spring  and  early  fall,  treat  with 
recommended  pesticide.  Sprays, 
dusts,  spot-ons,  pour-ons  and 
back-rubbers  are  available  for 
application. 

• Mange  Report  to  Agriculture  Canada 

Veterinarian.  Affected  herds  must 
be  quarantined  and  treated  under 
veterinary  supervision. 
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IDENTIFICATION 


For  Cows 

• Permanently  identify  each  cow;  she  should 
have  only  one  number  from  birth  until  she 
leaves  the  herd. 

• Size  and  location  of  identification  number 
should  be  such  that  it  can  be  read  from 
several  feet  away. 

• Recommended  identification  methods  in- 
clude either  two  eartags  or  a combination 
of  flexible  plastic  eartag  and  ear  tattoo. 

For  Calves 

• Permanently  identify  calves  within  2 or  3 
days  after  they  are  born. 

• Identify  calves  consecutively  each  year, 
using  the  last  digit  of  the  year  as  the  first 
digit  of  the  calf's  number  (see  table). 

• Identify  calves  with  plastic  or  metal  ear- 
tags. 

• Consider  the  use  of  a different  colored 
eartag  to  identify  those  calves  that  come 
from  each  different  sire. 


For  Replacement  Heifers 

• Use  a large,  flexible  plastic  eartag  or  brand 
the  heifers. 

• Give  a replacement  heifer  the  same  identi- 
fication number  as  her  tattoo  or  calf  eartag; 
errors  in  recordkeeping  are  reduced  if 
eartag,  tattoo  and  herd  numbers  are  the 
same. 


Recommended  Calf  Identification 
Numbering  Scheme. 


Cows 
in  Herd 

Year 

Calf 

Born 

Birth 

Order 

Calf's 

ID. 

1 to  99 

1984 

1st 

401 

1 to  99 

1984 

17th 

417 

1 to  99 

1985 

1st 

501 

100  to  999 

1984 

1st 

4001 

100  to  999 

1984 

156th 

4156 

100  to  999 

1985 

1st 

5001 

DISEASE  TIME  TO  VACCINATE  REMARKS 
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sporadically  in  Western 
Canada 


DISEASE  TIME  TO  VACCINATE  REMARKS 

* Viral  scours:  Pregnant  cows  or  heifers  Use  ONLY  if  rotavirus  or 

rotavirus  or  twice  - 6 and  3 weeks  coronavirus  infection  has 

coronavirus  diarrhea  prior  to  calving.  Boost  been  established  in  herd, 

of  calves  previously  vaccinated  Booster  vaccination  must 
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DISEASE  TIME  TO  VACCINATE  REMARKS 

* Infectious  bovine  At  least  3 weeks  before  Intranasal  safe  in 

rhinotracheitis  (IBR)  weaning,  before  breeding  pregnant  cows. 

* Para -influenza  (Ph)  or  at  entry  into  a feedlot  Intramuscular 

In  feedlots,  the  vaccine  vaccination  may  cause 
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NUTRITION  MANAGEMENT 

At  about  mid-month  increase  the  amount  of  feed  Watch  for  evidence  of  abortions.  Get  specimen  to 
being  fed  by  1 5%.  Continue  feeding  at  this  level  until  laboratory  for  diagnosis, 
calving  begins.  Check  for  lice.  Treat  if  infested. 


> 

OC 

< 

D 

OC 

00 

LU 


3 

O 

. 8 
Ss 
->  g 


o5  = ■ 

o (C  2 « 

2-0 


c 

|i 

it 

!i 

Vi  « C 

a,  £ | 

2 c 

i 1 y = 

« 5 5-2 

<«  >-  w 2 

5 -g  §.5 


I o ^ 
’8  <= 


.2  O 
to  J E 
m cl  E 

•S  g s 

©0-0 

8 

> O © 

55  3 

a £ ® 


sat  boxes"  or  heat  lamps  ready  for  chilled 


£ 5 


W5C0-2 

58  E1 5 

_ </>  3 C 

■§  <8  “-E 

-Q  S o.g 


C .Q 

E o 


5=  <0  £ 


TOO) 


c o 

ii 

»_ 

o > 
) — o 


to  2! 
c to 

05*0 


c c ^ 213 

> 2 o>  <0  50 , 

5 s | j 1 8 

r,  to^rc  ® ®. 
| |So«OC. 

* 0-  . 


®Ic  c 
to  «✓)  55  ^ 

83^.9 

« 0) 

: > >2  > 
rj  TO  TO  O TO  . 

>XX.cI< 


</>  to  3 05 

5 V O E 

8|^1 


C f)  >>U 

P O 03  (D 

8 1 E ® 

1®=? 

■|E^S  S 

i-s  . c § 

Ja>'i  0 

-JTzi 

0)  </5  2 ~ — 

5 ■>  £ it  2 

3 I 2 5 g 

C 0-0  c| 

“58eI 

to  <;  o) 

TO  D 3 


5.  ™ 

8 .2^- 

>■  U O g 
® c - Q.  ® 
-£  TO  ^ C/)  ^ 

«-  o o o ® 

; J5r  01 

05  C ® O 
£?„< 
> «>  3 -o  E 
« „ 5 * <0 
0 i»r  2 o) 
(0  n 

)r  <15  V)  * 

“ *-;  O > 


E — o — 

3 u,  ® HJ 

S^o 

■2  c ®< 

O ^ -Q  j- 

0 3T2| 

o^J 

1 " e| 

3 ~ O £ 

CT  ® to  <0 
*- W-E  E 
SjS'i-i 
8 »_  E ® 

— O 3 0) 
swt(/) 

TO  w_  (/)  \ 
o C 


® o- 


! h o > E 
: c ■£  2 0 
. r ar  «> 


3<o  ® E 

ssi| 
si  if* 

» ®8  «5  2 

E s-iZ-18 

UocSc 


< $ 


0 (V) 

o Li 

— >*  ra 

§1  ™ ■* 

£ 3 

^ ? 2 
gi  * 

cc  8 £ 

h E <«- 
L o £ ■ 

< *B*z 
2 I aci<M 

^ Ti 


”1 

> Q. 


e 8^ 


05^ 

2.E 


2 '■*■  "o 

HOC® 


[cm 


* I2-0S 


*51 

~x>  E 

05—  _® 

-rv  a 


O .9-^ 

s; « s 


(fi  3 S e e 
m 3 « © © 


-CM  C*j 


^ 8§-5-5  £ 

3 © « S3  S3  m 

</>  o.xcctr  oc 


Ration  4:  27.3  kg  (60  lb)  cereal  silage  (65% 

moist.) 


NUTRITION  MANAGEMENT 

Continue  feeding  at  the  March  levels.  Start  preparing  for  breeding  season. 

Inject  cows  again  with  vitamin  A,  D and  E if  you  are  Purchase  sires.  Sources: 
not  supplementing  in  the  feed.  - Test  station  sales 

- Breeders  and  commercial  firms 
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Condition  score  cows  at  calving 


MAY 

NUTRITION  MANAGEMENT 

Plan  summer  pasture  program.  Feed  bull  to  keep  him  in  good  condition 

Continue  feeding  at  April  levels  until  cows  go  to  good  Vaccinate  all  replacement  heifers  for  IBR  and  Vibriosis 
pasture,  probably  near  the  end  of  the  month.  if  necessary,  30  days  prior  to  breeding. 
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SEPTEMBER 

NUTRITION  MANAGEMENT 

Watch  pasture  conditions  closely,  grazing  stubble  Prepare  calves  for  weaning  Preconditioning  should 
fields  or  fall  pastures.  Supplemental  protein  may  be  include  vaccination  for  clostridial  group  and  IBR-PI3 
needed  from  now  until  the  winter  feeding  program  If  ITEME  is  a problem,  include  Hemophilus  booster 
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OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 

NUTRITION  MANAGEMENT 

Continue  the  winter  feeding  program.  In  periods  of  Check  cows  daily  for: 
colder  than  normal  weather,  increase  theamountfed  - Heat  period 
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HERD  BULL  SUMMARY* 


Use  "Individual  Bull  Record  Sheet"  for  detailed  records. 


BREEDING  PASTURE  SUMMARY 
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them  for  the  breeding  season,  it  is  valuable  to  know  how  effective  your  program 
has  been.  We  strongly  recommend  that  you  put  chin  ball  markers  on  your  bulls  at 
the  start  of  the  breeding  season  and  record  at  least  twice  a week  every  cow  that  is 
marked.  This  will  give  you  a good  idea  of  what  percentage  of  your  cows  are  cycling 
and  the  activity  level  of  your  bulls. 


CONDITION  SCORING 

Condition  scoring  is  a method  of  evaluating  the  prior 
nutrition  of  animals.  The  method  of  scoring  is  to  grip  the 
loin  of  the  cow  halfway  between  the  hip  (hook)  bone  and 
the  last  rib.  The  thumb  is  curled  around  the  ledge  formed 
by  the  transverse  processes  of  the  backbone  and  feels 
the  fat  cover  over  the  ends  of  the  processes. 


Fat  Cover 


Every  condition  is  scored  from  1 (verythin)to5(veryfat): 

1 . Spine  prominent  and  transverse  processes  feel  sharp 
to  the  touch  with  no  detectable  fat  cover. 

2.  The  transverse  processes  can  still  be  felt  with  the 
thumb  but  they  are  rounded  with  a thin  cover  of  fat. 

3.  Individual  transverse  processes  can  now  only  be  felt 
with  firm  pressure  from  the  thumb. 

4.  The  transverse  processes  cannot  now  be  felt  even 
with  firm  pressure. 

5.  Transverse  processes  cannot  be  felt  and  are  obviously 
covered  with  a very  thick  layer  of  fat. 

Cows  with  a condition  score  of  2 or  less  are  unlikely  to  be 

cycling  or  to  have  lowered  fertility.  A target  score  of 

2.5-3  is  believed  to  be  optimum  for  breeding. 
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